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Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Dear students and parents: 
 
Roanoke County teachers believe students should develop a love of reading and assume the responsibility to pursue reading in order 
to become life-long learners.  Therefore, we encourage our students to continue to read during the summer.  All students who are 
enrolled in Pre-AP and AP English courses are required to read at least two books during the summer.  Below are the guidelines and 
reading list for AP/Dual Enrollment English 11 at Cave Spring High School. Hopefully students will use this list as a starting point and 
choose other selections to read during the summer as well.  Reading is the single most important factor attributed to school success. 
 
Part one of the required summer reading and assignments must be completed by the second day of class in the fall. Part two must 
be completed by the beginning of the second week of school. Late work will result in a 10% penalty per day the assignment(s) is late.  
As a matter of academic integrity, students are expected to READ the books and generate their own ideas and reflections about 
them. All work is should be the student’s independent and original work.  Assignments that reflect shared, borrowed, or plagiarized 
content will receive a zero. 
 

PART 1: Truman Capote’s IN COLD BLOOD. Discussion questions (25 pts.) + Socratic Seminar (25 pts.) = 50 pts. AND an In-Class Essay (60 pts.) 

All students enrolled in AP/Dual Enrollment English 11 at CSHS must read In Cold Blood by Truman Capote. This work is available at 
school to sign out. 

You are expected to read closely and be prepared to thoroughly discuss the work in a Socratic Seminar.  As part of your seminar 
grade, please respond to the attached questions (at the end of this packet) thoroughly (approximately eight-ten complete, well-
developed sentences for each).  Use a specific quotation or reference to the text (with page number—if using a PDF, simply put your 
cursor at the top of the page and the page number will appear) to support your responses (this quotation does not count toward the 
four-five sentence response.  In addition, students will write an in-class essay in response to a prompt related to the novel some 
time during the first two weeks.  

In Cold Blood Socratic Seminar Questions 
50 points total (25 for written responses/ 25 for Socratic seminar performance) 

 
Answer FIVE of the following questions with analysis. Each question should have at least one piece of textual back up (quotation) 
with page numbers and your response, which should be approximately eight-ten complete, well-developed sentences. You should be 
prepared to contribute to the class discussion based on these questions during the first week of school. Responses must be typed and 
printed. You will also submit a copy to Blackboard/SafeAssign once laptops have been issued.  
  

1. What kind of family is the Clutter household? In what ways does Capote create sympathy for them?  Do you feel they 
represented the American Dream? How? (Be sure to research the American Dream if you are not familiar with the term. Be 
sure not to think in terms of a “dream” or a “perfect” life.) 

2. How does Capote, as a writer, handle the actual murder of the Clutter family? How did he choose to reveal the facts? In 
what order did he reveal the murder? What perspectives did he use? How do those scenes contribute to the book?   

3. Discuss the killers – Perry Smith and Richard Hickock.  What kind of men were they? What were their motives in committing 
murder?  Be sure to take into account and discuss their backgrounds and psychological make-ups. 

4. In many ways, In Cold Blood is about the murderers.  Do you feel they deserve such attention?  How does Capote humanize 
Dick and Perry? Why? How do you think he wants readers to feel about them? 

5. Do you believe that Perry and Dick received a fair trial? Was it right that they should get the same sentence? Was the 
sentence (death) appropriate? Why or why not? 

6. What role did the setting play in building the tone and advancing the plot? How did it affect your feelings about the crime 
as you read? Why was it significant?  

7. With this book, Capote has been credited with developing a new genre of writing: “literary nonfiction” or the “nonfiction 
novel.”  What might those terms mean and how does In Cold Blood differ from straight crime reporting?  How would you 
characterize Capote’s writing style in this book?  What did you like about the way it was written? What did you not like?  
What is the impact on the reader of this approach? 

8. Why do you think this book has become a “classic”? Do you think it should be read in high school? Would you recommend 
it to a peer? Why or why not?  
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PART 2: JAY HEINRICHS’ THANK YOU FOR ARGUING. Note Cards (20 pts.) + Open Note Quiz (30 pts.) = 50 pts. 
 
In addition to In Cold Blood, all students must read Chs. 1 – 17 of Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs. This book will provide 
you with insights into the nuts and bolts of persuasion by building on a foundation of classic rhetoric and linking it to the tricks of the 
great speakers of history as well as to pop culture. Argument/Persuasion will be the focus of English 11 AP/Dual Enrollment, so this 
will serve as a good introduction. Throughout the year, we will examine exemplary writings, figure out what makes them tick, and 
learn to use these tricks of the trade in your own writing. This work is available for free in PDF format at 
http://rlhs-trusd-ca.schoolloop.com/file/1249305220991/1236520855769/2035379982830090970.pdf. Students may purchase their 
own copy via hardback, paperback, or e-reader version if they wish.  

As you read, take notes using the format shown below for each chapter of Thank You For Arguing (17 total). Your notes must be 
neatly hand-written on 3x5 index cards – one card per chapter. Note cards will be checked for completion and adherence to the 
guidelines (20 pts.) and used on an open-note quiz (30 pts.) Total points allotted to Thank Your For Arguing is 50 points.  

 
FORMAT FOR NOTE TAKING: 
After reading each chapter, students should hand-write the following information on a 3x5 index card (when done, please place cards 
in a zipper sandwich baggie or bind with a rubber-band or binder clip. Be sure to put your name on both the baggie AND the first card): 
 
- FRONT OF CARD: Make sure you label the chapter title and number clearly at the top of the card. Write a brief summary of the 

chapter. This does not need to be long or greatly detailed, but it should include all relevant topics and/or ideas from the chapter. 
(Think 2 – 4 sentences!) This practice will help you solidify your understanding of each chapter by explaining it in a few of your 
own words.  

 
- BACK OF CARD: One significant quotation from the chapter with a page reference—if using the PDF, simply put your cursor at the 

top of the page and the page number will appear. What is the most important thing the author said in this chapter?  Write the 
quotation (or a shortened version of it) and identify page number where it is found for reference later. 

 
- BACK OF CARD: Vocabulary.  LIST AND DEFINE any terms that are unfamiliar to you from the chapter. Each chapter will and should 

have vocabulary you are not familiar with, so this section should not be blank.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://rlhs-trusd-ca.schoolloop.com/file/1249305220991/1236520855769/2035379982830090970.pdf
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If you have questions this summer, please email English department head Mrs. Brubaker: kbrubaker@rcps.us 
 

Please sign and return this page by Friday, May 14, 2021 to your English 10 teacher 
 
 

Please sign below and return this form to your English 10 teacher by Friday, May 14, indicating your understanding and 
acceptance of the above criteria for English 11 AP/Dual Enrollment. Your signatures indicate that you understand and accept: 
1.) The student is personally responsible for completing the required summer reading assignment by the due date, 2.) The 
summer reading assignments make up a significant portion of the first nine weeks curriculum and grades, 3.) The summer 
reading assignments should be done independently and all work submitted should be the students’ OWN work. 

 

Parent printed name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Parent signature: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Student printed name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Student signature:________________________________________________________________________ 


